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Message from the Chairman
 This is our fifth edition of  the Asia Council on Water, Energy 
and Environment (ACWEE) newsletter.
 In recent years, the notion of  the Water, Energy, Food 
and Climate nexus has gained immense traction in the domain of  
natural resource governance. Understanding the interlinkages, critical 
thinking on the new security convergence in this nexus is a must. 
There is also a need to understand the implications of  the nexus for 
policy making and natural resources management and address the 
challenges therein. 
 With the growing desire to diversify energy production to renewable realm, Asia 
Pacific countries show great promise. China has an impressive five-year outlook for additional 
wind and solar installation, and is expected to raise its 2020 solar target to 150GW (from 
100GW) and wind target to between 250GW and 280GW (from 200GW) to fill the supply 
gap forecast by expectations that it will miss its nuclear and hydro targets. Renewable sources 
accounted for 16.4% of  Chinese power in 2014, are expected to reach 22% in 2020.
 Solar will continue its growth across South East Asia provided PV prices continue 
to stay competitive. Given their proximity to the equator, wind will not be a significant 
contributor to countries in South East Asia but will continue to play an important role in 
North Asia. Large dam hydro power plants provide a large capacity of  hydro electricity in the 
region. Hydro will continue to drive the installed capacity of  renewable energy particularly 
in Laos, Myanmar and China,
 Energy demand is projected to almost double in the Asia and Pacific region by 2030. 
There is an urgent need for innovative ways to generate power in a socially, economically, 
and environmentally sustainable manner. As energy demand increases year after year, there 
is a need to promote scaling up of  investments in renewable energy in the Asia Pacific region. 
There is also a need to raise awareness and develop a better understanding of  how water is 
linked to economic growth across a nexus of  issues and to make clear the water security 
challenge we face if  a business as usual approach to water management is maintained.

 This issue presents before you a rich assortment of  articles. We believe that you would find 
them useful and informative. You are invited to contribute articles for the future editions. Please email 
the CACCI Secretariat at cacci@cacci.biz for more information.

Mr.  Gyanendra Lal Pradhan
Executive Chairman, Hydro Solutions

Chairman, SAARC CCI Council on Climate Change, Energy and Water Resources 
Chairman, Energy Committee, Federation of  Nepalese Chambers of  Commerce and Industry 



2

C
limate change and 
environmental sustainability 
are among the key topics 
discussed at the Asian Council 

on Water, Energy and Environment 
(ACWEE) breakout session in Hong 
Kong on October 30, 2015. 
 Mr. Gyanendra Lal Pradhan, 
Chairman of  the ACWEE from 
Nepal, who chaired and moderated the 
session, reported that the session kicked 
off  with his opening remarks and brief  
acknowledgment of  the participants. 
This was followed by theme paper 
presentation by Mr. Pradhan. 
 Mr. Pradhan in his theme paper 
presentation provided a snapshot of  
the energy scenario in the Asia Pacific 
countries. Appraising Asia Pacific as 
a rich region in natural resources, he 
pointed out the region’s vulnerability to 
the negative effects of  climate change 
and environmental calamities. 
 He emphasized the need to 
recognize the fact that most of  the 
environmental issues of  the Asia 

Pacific region are inextricably linked, 
and working to ameliorate one will 
often have added benefits for the 
others. He advocated for collaborative 
approaches to effective resource 
allocation and management in order 
to minimize environmental costs 
and reiterated the need to provide 
incentives to businesses and local 
communities to achieve sustainable 
use of  resources.  
 Mr. Pradhan’s presentation 
was followed by presentations on topics 
covering environmental sustainability 
in the region by selected key speakers 
from CACCI member countries. 
 The key speakers included Mr. 
Albert Poon, Rotary Water Project 
from Hong Kong and Mr. Jesus G. 
Reyes, Assistant Vice President, Nestle 
Philippines Inc. and Co-Chair, PCCI 
Environment Committee.
 Mr. Poon shared his experiences 
on a number of  water service projects in 
China and presented on how techniques 
such as rain water harvesting can help 

provide an independent water supply 
to supplement the main supply during 
water restrictions or in areas of  water 
deficiencies.  He emphasized on the 
application of  rainwater harvesting 
in urban water system to provide a 
substantial benefit for both water supply 
and waste water subsystems by reducing 
the need for clean water in water 
distribution system. He emphasized 
on the need to explore water resources 
for communities citing examples of  
rotary projects that have provided clean 
drinking water to schools.
 Mr. Reyes presented the 
issues of  environmental sustainability 
drawing experiences of  Philippine 
businesses.  He also presented his views 
on the experience and policies of  the 
Philippines with respect to climate 
change and mitigating its impacts on 
the environment and on business.
 The next meeting of  the 
ACWEE will be held on the sidelines 
of  the 30th CACCI Conference on 
November 2016 in Taipei, Taiwan.  Â

Climate change, environmental-sustainability 
key topics at the ACWEE breakout session in HK

(Top-left) ACWEE Chairman Mr. Gyanendra Pradhan sits down with invited speakers during the open forum. (Top-right) Participants join 
the speakers for a souvenir photo after the ACWEE Breakout Session in Hong Kong on October 30, 2015. 
(Bottom left to right) ACWEE Chairman Mr. Pradhan, Rotary Water Project head Mr. Albert Poon, and Nestle Philippines Assistant Vice 
President Mr. Jesus G. Reyes make their presentations on water, energy and environment. 




